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who had poured into the South obstructed
all the roads and made any military move-
ment extremely difficult. Again I do not
argue that this adventure should neverthe-
less have been tried. I merely record that
nobody even thought of trying it.
There is another precedent in French
history not so far back that its memories
might not have influenced the mood of
the French ruling classes. Workers in caps
and blouses had defiantly taken over the
heritage of defeated generals and a bankrupt
bourgeoisie and seized the guns which these
had been ready to hand over to the enemy.
It was in 1871* France had lost the war
against Germany. Paris had gone through
the agony of a siege. The Government,
retreating to Versailles, had capitulated.
But in Paris the National Guard, formed of
artisans and workers, still stood to its arms.
When it was summoned to hand over part
of them, the people grew suspicious. Revolt
flared up. They went out to Montmartre,
where the guns stood, and dragged them back
in triumph and saved them for the people.
The Paris Commune was born.
It was drowned in blood by the Versailles
troops while Bismarck prudently watched
and helped from outside. The fighters of